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CABINET MINUTE (31)   23 OCTOBER 2019 
 
 
31  RECOMMENDATIONS FROM OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY (STANDING 

ITEM)* 
 

 

 

DECISION 

 
That the recommendation from the Environment and 
Performance Committee that all charges for replacement green 
and blue wheeled bins be abolished, be not accepted.  

Portfolio 

Holder 

and 

Officer 

 

Cllr 
Stevens  

 

CA 

 
A specific recommendation had been referred to Cabinet from the Environment and 
Performance committee in respect of charges for replacement wheeled bins. 
 
The Committee had considered a report at its meeting on 24 September 2019, in 
response to a resolution agreed at its meeting on 24 July that charges for replacement 
wheeled bins be added to the work programme.  
 
The report stated that a charge of £25 for replacement 240L green and blue bins had 
been introduced in the 2013/14 budget report, which had been considered by the 
Corporate and Community Committee, Audit and Governance Committee, Cabinet 
and full Council as part of the budget setting process.  
 
At an Inquiry Evening held on 14 January 2019 on the draft Waste and Recycling 
Operational Procedures document, which included reference to the charges, no 
comments or challenge had been forthcoming from Members in respect of the charges 
for replacement bins.  
 
However, since the approval of the charges in 2013/14 it had become apparent that 
the charge had not been consistently applied.   
 
The Operations Manual, agreed following the Inquiry Evening, was published on the 
Council’s website and clearly stated under Procedure 14 that when a bin was 
damaged by the collection vehicle a note would be made by the crew and a 
replacement bin would be provided free of charge.  
 
During debate Members of the scrutiny committee expressed concerns regarding the 
charges, stating that the only service residents received for their council tax was waste 
removal and they should not have to pay any further charges for the service. 
 
 
 



 
 
The resolution of the committee was: 
 
That the Environment and Performance Committee recommend to Cabinet that 
it withdraw all replacement charges for the green and blue domestic wheeled 
bins.  
 
The Portfolio Holder for Environmental Services thanked the scrutiny members for 
their detailed and diligent consideration of the issues. However, she was not in a 
position to support the recommendation due to the severe financial challenges facing 
the council, and no viable alternative option had been proposed to fund the budget 
deficit that would be created by the abolition of charges. 
 
The policy had been in place since 2013/14 and consulted on annually as part of the 
budget setting process since that time, no comments or concerns had been raised.  
The authority was legitimately entitled to recover the costs for supply and delivery of 
replacement bins and it was fair and proportionate to do.  The charge also ensured 
there was an onus of responsibility on residents to look after their bins and it would be 
unfair to burden all tax payers with costs of replacement in circumstances where the 
Council was not at fault. 
 
It was clarified that if damage was caused by the refuse vehicle or crew the 
replacement bin would be provided at no cost to the householder. 
 
The charges were set out in the Waste Recycling Operational Procedures document 
and it was suggested that information should be made as clear as possible and 
promoted more widely in the public domain to ensure householders were aware of 
their responsibilities and potential consequences in respect of replacement of wheeled 
bins. 
 
 
 


